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An all but ludicrous effect is wanted * After Banquo's exit,
the others go and leave Macbeth alone He rises quickly
from the throne as if with relief To be thus is nothing '
Referring to Banquo's Royalty of nature5 he looks on it,
bringing to our minds the two incidents when Banquo has,
as it were by chance, seemed positionally to possess it Mac-
beth asserts himself as he defies fate towards the end of his
soliloquy He can, as it were, attack the image of Banquo,
sweeping it from the throne, banishing it like the air-diawn
dagger then swiftly turns, nervous, at 'Who's there?' He
stands on the throne steps as he addresses the muiderers
then goes out Lady Macbeth returns The Servant goes out
down-stage somewhere Lady Macbeth sees her husband re-
enter and stand gazing at the Madonna She quickly draws
him away, telling him to banish 'sorriest fancies' and all
thoughts that should die with the dead She leads him to his
throne, would put him theie, and try to love seeing him
there, as a mother puts her baby to rest He sits in it for
eWe have scotch3d the snake, not killed it * She kneels,
and caresses him 'Gentle my lord, sleek o'er your rugged
looks * Macbeth breaks from her, but still sitting, and hints
aside of some 'deed of dreadful note' She, anxious, rises and
irnpoitunately draws to him, holds his arm 'What's to be
done?' Now he breaks from her altogether, rises, and fiom
the throne steps invokes night and evil She is fearful, bereft
ofspeech
The murder of Banquo is done as a fiont-scene
For the feast we have our full set There is one big table
running diagonally down L at whatever exact angle may be
most convenient Macbeth and Lady Macbeth are in their
thrones Guests are at the table Macbeth's other chair is at
the table's up-stage end, which is quite near the base of the
stairs Macbeth talks to the murderer on the stairs where
i There is authority in the text
Now does he feel his title
Hang loose about him, like a giant's robe      i             '
Upon a dwarfish thief